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Cnsiu Rica Marriott

San Jose, Costa Rica
Ziircher Arquitectos

Spillis Candela & Partners
Associated Architects
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Like fantasy environments
offerd ||_'.' MENY curhent resorts,
the surroundings at the just-
opened Costa Rica Marriott
Vol an escaps to another time
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el e -uht:n'_'.".- colonial PRl The
approach is throogh a cofles
|'||:-nl;.'|[:|:-|'. reEminizeent of an era
when small-scale farming was
profitable and bean plants’ shiny
green leaves eovered the eoun-
tryvaide, The hotel's architecture

too recplls hEtory— Ji H il
misdern plumbing, two swimming
pools, four tennis courts, and a
goll-drving range.

Unlike [.'-']J\.:I.'il.l rianrts’ r:|:11;|:i].'
environments, this one was
ereated for more repsons than
laring puests. A wave of demoli-
tion to make way for mew con-
struction in the 1950 destroyed
much of Costa Rica's colonial
heritage; local developer-




builders, Guido Castro and hiz
wife [leana, were determined 1o
pat some of it back. There coubd
be: Hitle question aboat thelr new
building’s style—as well as many
af iz B T[] OO Wk

Desigmier Arumiz Abvarez, a prin-
cipal in Miami-based architect
Spillis Candela & Partners, spent
10 days before starting work
travelng with the couple, study-
ing Spankh eolonial buildings

from (ruadalajara to Mexico

LAty =—frasuring prograrteons
and photographing details, Dodia
Neana seoured Costa Rica demo-
lition storage vards for authentbe
colonial building parts. Finds
inchisiliod loenl 4 gk villennbe-atome
portals, columing, and 5 in.-thick
pavers, a monumental wooden
town-house carriage entrance
with pediestirian passages, and
enough ancient terra-cotia barrel
tibi: to oover the whale roof.

Thie new hotel was to be much
biggper than any colonial-era
hacienda—an effect cxngrerated
when Marriott came on the seene
ot the end of design and raized
the roomm count from 180 1o 250,
Pering an extra story on the
Wiisl ".'-'i.l'.l{ amdl an extension of
the east wing, Still, Alvarez
worked hard to keep down the
seale of the building, as well &5 to
sy e the best views, He loeqted
the building on an abrupt 10-ft

drop in the sloping site so that
the first Aoor of public roomsa and
service spaces (plans overleaf)
apeng to views and grounds to
the sowuth, and is buried into a
hillzide on the north—invisible to
arriving guests, He had a plat-
form erected where the new
sepond-floosr ent Y bl weas 0o et
and stood on it, sdjusting both
building orentation and floor
birvels for optimal sight lines on
tha apeat.

The eeaibil coarts
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fhee greeend Tobby
_I'i'_l.'lh'.l'.r i hotels in
lexx clement ¢li-
mafes and ceplares
fhe Biildinig's origi-
really infended soale
before [re aoesl .'.:'l'r.l!:ll
foppogite, left) grew
by o floor and Lhe
el woing greio by a
dargy for Marriots,



A ateep 2lope merogs
the middle of the site
afloies rangy of the
Sirat-foor support
facilities fo be bueried
nsobtrusively wuder
groaered while pablic
spaces o s floor
Sace the gronmds and
the view do the socth
(plan ard seck i,
rightl,
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Like many resorts, this ope
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relnxed tourists, working
conventioneers, and locals who
use it a2 & social conter, Hemee,
the architects had already
thetipned support (nellities lnrge
r the |mst-
HAute PeOm-CoUnt Increase,

igrh 10 mechmmeodid

Local architest Ronald Zbrcher

offered kelp, ot only an Ct

Mean butlding practies (he exe-

REE

cutied Lhe construction doci-

h traditional
details a8 the different shapes of
openings in the roof-top ventila-

miEnis), but on sue

tor tovvers, which CAITY Dalh-
room exhanstz and break op the
large cxpanses aof tile. Engineers
Franz Sauter & Asociados devel-
oped the carthiguake-resistant
eEE-Crale concrele siruciure—
in effect, a buge truss in which
LR sirieling aroind ench roeom
ncts ms 4 member, Sections of the

ing are alated by construe-
tion joints that allew them to
mivee independently. The roof,
apcording to boeal custom, B steel
Jalsia sovenid With corrugated
mital. then plyaood, and finally
tibe. Charfes K Moyl
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Costa Rica Marriott
Team Members
Antonio Del Moral  Sr. Director, International Interior Design
Jonathan H. Hope Design Coordinator
Dave Morton International Design Coordinator
Mary Lee Roebuck Director, Purchasing
Manny Soriano  Sr. Designer, International Interior Design
Joe Travez  Sr. Director, International Design Management
Teri Urovsky Senior Manager, Interior Design
Hansuk Wong Interior Designer, International Interior Design

In collaboration with Ziircher Arquitectos, S.A.



